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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

-Special Meeting- 
July 12, 2021 

 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised, “All right, I start this meeting tonight, that it 

is a Special Meeting and there’s no public communication at all with this. So, we’re just going to 

vote on the immense amended version of this. What we did on for last Tuesday’s meeting. So, this 

meeting should take, if the council has any discussion, I think I talked to everybody before, you guys 

having discussion. I’ll open it up to the council, but that’s it. Okay, Thanks. So, with that said, I’d 

like to call this Special Meeting to order on July 12 at 5:00 o’clock P.M. And clerk call the roll.” 

Pledge of Allegiance followed after roll call. 

 

Present:  Councilmen Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols, and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

Also present:  Mayor Rosas, City Treasurer Woods, City Clerk, City Assessor Munson, 

City Clerk, Public Works Director Woodbury, Personnel Administrator Heyden, and Director of 

Development and CDBG Program Administrator Meaux.  

 

Notice of Special Meeting was read by City Clerk Ramos.  

 

  

 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

         

RESOLUTION #46-2021 

July 6, 2021 

 

BY: Councilmembers Bamonto, Nichols and Stoyle 

 

 

APPROVAL OF 2021 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF DUNKIRK’S 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk receives funding each year from the United 

States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, and 

 
WHEREAS, the CDBG program provides much-needed funding to improve 

our community by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and by 

expanding economic opportunities, and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk will receive $453,402 in funding for the 2021 

CDBG program year, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is required to prepare an Annual Action Plan each year 

which identifies the one-year goals and allocations of CDBG funds to programs 

and activities for the current program year, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning and Development staff have worked 

diligently over the past months to prepare 2021Annual Action Plan, and 

 

WHEREAS, Planning and Development staff have, in preparing these plans, 

followed the necessary public participation protocols that are described in our 

Citizen Participation Plan, which have allowed community members ample 

opportunity to comment on the Plans as they have been prepared, now, therefore, 

be it 

 
RESOLVED, the Common Council hereby approves the City of Dunkirk 2021 

Annual Action Plan for the CDBG program, to be submitted to HUD for final review 

and approval. 

 

 

7-6-21:  Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to Table Resolution 

#46-2021. “We want to make some changes in the CDBG allocations and I will call a special 

meeting for 5:00 PM Monday, this coming Monday, to ratify that. 

 

 Councilman Williams made a motion to Table Resolution #46-2021. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Nichols. 
 

 Carried, all voting aye to Table Resolution #46-2021 for a Special Meeting scheduled for 

Monday, July 12, 2021 at 5:00 PM.   

 

7-12-21:   Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised, “…with that I’m just going to make a 

motion to take it off the Table.” 

 

 Councilman Williams moved to take Resolution #46-2021 off the Table. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye to remove off the Table. 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “So the amended, I’ll let the City Clerk read 

this, but what we changed was a Dunkirk Little League from $2,500 to $20, 400 and we’re removing 

CHRIC the (Closing costs / Down payment First Time Home Buyer’s) from $27,000 to $9,100. And 

then the second one would be CHRIC (Emergency /Roof Repair) change from $60,000 to $52,700 

and we’re giving Kids @ Promise change from $2,700 to $10,000. So, I need a motion for the 

amended. 

 

 Councilman Williams made a motion to amend. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye to amend. 
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 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “Now, I’ll open it up to the council for 

discussion. 

 

 Councilman Bamonto advised, “I just want to bring it to bring it to everybody’s attention 

this money that’s going to the Little League, which I think they need, and we do have the what’s 

that?” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “Cease.” 

 

 Councilman Bamonto continued, “Cease Fund and that’s exactly what those funds are for. 

Something like this. I know when you and I talked on the phone today, you called me and we 

discussed it, but I wanted to let people know some of these people some of these people may not 

know that even exists. It’s for the youth in the City of Dunkirk area and that’s something we can do 

for either one of these that are going to be amended on here, such things in the future also.” 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols inquired, “Is there not a cap of amount of money that would come 

out of the Cease Fund for such ventures?” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “Mark, I don’t think there is, but once, you 

know, the thing about the Cease Fund is once you give that away you’re not going to get it back. It’s 

gone. Mark, if you want to mention something about the Cease Fund also.” 

 

 City Treasurer Woods advised, “Well the current allocation from Phil Cease was actually 

pretty close to where we’re at right now with the balance in the fund, but at that time, going back 

fifteen years, we were able to get enough interest that whatever was actually donated to whatever 

group or organization, we made up with interest that we were able to get. Now interest is minimal. 

And you’re right you know, whatever you whatever you authorize is not going to be replaced. It’s 

gone.” 

 

 Councilman Bamonto advised, “Well, I think I would suggest if we do something like that, 

obviously we wouldn’t want to take $20,000 of the Cease Fund for this, partial for this and partial for 

the next group. That’s what we’ve done, we chunked it a little bit here and there. Like we did for the 

dirt.” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, Right, the Cease Fund can be used for all 

recreation, for all age groups in the City of Dunkirk. So, that’s a good thing also. So, yeah, that’s a 

good point Marty.” 

 

 Councilman Williams advised, “One of the reasons why we were looking at doing this, 

through Covid all the clubs that would have been donating to the Little League to help with this, 

they’ve been hurting and struggling. They’re just starting to come back. They didn’t have the money 

to donate to the Little League to help with this project. So, we figured that this was a good avenue to 

go in to help with that. It’s not going to be something probably that we’ll do every year to this extent, 

but at least this year because they are in desperate need of some repairs down there and without the 

funds to get it from the local clubs that normally donate to it. That’s why we decided to make a move 

like this.” 

 

 Councilman Bamonto advised, “And also you were saying it was more than just the 

scoreboards going on down there.” “Fences for both leagues, girls’ and boys’ fields?” 
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 Councilman Williams advised, “Yes.”  

 

 Mayor Rosas advised, “I just wanted to say, I want to reiterate what the councilman was 

talking about here and with this pandemic we are in a very unique situation. My recommendation 

would be that we use the Phil Cease Funds for this as opposed to taking it from these other programs. 

The funds that we’re talking about here and I can defer this discussion to our Development Director, 

but these funds are here because we are an entitlement community and they are here to address 

poverty issues. There are national objectives that we need to follow. There are strict guidelines that 

go on with these funds. For, example with the Little League if they were awarded these funds, then 

there would be, for protocol, we would have to be holding them accountable to present to us income 

for each individual players’ family. These are the type of things that she would be tasked with. 

Otherwise the city would be again in jeopardy of misappropriation of these funds. My 

recommendation would not be to not award the Little Leaguers the funds, I think they deserve it, and 

I believe that we have funding there. Without the pandemic, like the councilman said, they probably 

would have had these donations. I believe the Phil Cease Fund should be used for that purpose and I 

believe that the funds for these other programs that we have to address poverty issues in our 

community should stay allocated.” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised, “Duly noted.”    

 

 Development Director Meaux advised, “If I can add to that. You know we have a poverty 

issue in our community which is why we received these funds from the Federal Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. As Department Director of Planning and Development it’s my job 

to ensure that we’re guiding the city down the path outlined in our Strategic Plan that we all worked 

on and submitted to HUD. And in that plan, we identified housing as an issue and while I support the 

Little League and think it would be great to have a new scoreboard, these funds that are being 

reallocated is going against everything in the city’s Strategic Plan and that HUD stands for. I disagree 

with this change knowing that many of the kids that play ball are living in poverty and in homes that 

are substandard. And this program for first-time homebuyers supports homeownership and pride in 

neighborhoods. Home owners are more likely to care for their houses and make improvements. So, 

again while a scoreboard and a fence would be great, housing more aligns with the goals and national 

objectives of these funds. These funds are complicated and come with many strings. Federal 

regulations must be followed in order to remain in compliance; in good standing. The city has had to 

repay over a million dollars not that long ago because funds were misappropriated and Federal 

regulations were not followed. I have concerns about the reallocation of funds to a building that will 

require so much work. The Feasibility Study is the appropriate first step to see what we’re dealing 

with and then my suggestion is to then reapply again next year for additional funds. Right now, it’s 

unclear what exactly even needs to be done to the building.” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “So, we’re gonna vote on the amended 

resolution that we discussed. Clerk Call the roll.”   

 

 

           UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

         

 

 RESOLUTION #46-2021 

July 6, 2021 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS & STOYLE 
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APPROVAL OF 2021 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF DUNKIRK’S 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk receives funding each year from the United 

States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, and 

 
WHEREAS, the CDBG program provides much-needed funding to improve 

our community by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and by 

expanding economic opportunities, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk will receive $453,402 in funding for the 2021 

CDBG program year, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is required to prepare an Annual Action Plan each year 

which identifies the one-year goals and allocations of CDBG funds to programs 

and activities for the current program year, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning and Development staff have worked 

diligently over the past months to prepare 2021 Annual Action Plan, and 

 

WHEREAS, Planning and Development staff have, in preparing these plans, 

followed the necessary public participation protocols that are described in our 

Citizen Participation Plan, which have allowed community members ample 

opportunity to comment on the Plans as they have been prepared, now, therefore, 

be it 

 
RESOLVED, the Common Council hereby approves the City of Dunkirk 2021 

Annual Action Plan for the CDBG program, to be submitted to HUD for final review 

and approval with the following changes: 

 

Dunkirk Little League change from $2,500 to $20,400. 

CHRIC (Closing costs/Down payment 1st time Homebuyers) from 

$27,000 to $9,100. 

 

CHRIC (Emergency Roof Repair) change from $60,000 to $52,700. 

Kids @ Promise change from $2,700 to $10,000. 

 

 

Vote on Resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye as amended. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
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Councilman Williams moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 5:10 PM                                                        Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


